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RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OR  ELY. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 


OP  HEALTH  FOR  1941* 


Ml'’  Chaiman  and  Centlemenc, 

Medical  Officers  Have  Heen  requested  Hy  the 
Ministry  of  Health  to  refrain  from  quoting  figures  supplied 
hy  the  Registrar  Ceneral  which  may  enahle  any  substantial 
series  of  local  populations  to  be  reconstructed.  We  are 
also  asked  to  confine  our  remarks  to  essential  matters  with 
the  object  of  saving  paper, 

I have  the  honour  to  be  G-entlemenj 

, Your  obedient  Servant, 


J,F.  DAWSON. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Medical  Officer  of  Health  ^ 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  “ 

Housing  Surveyor  and  Sardtary 
Inspector  : 


J.  F.  Dawson,  M.  B.,  Ch.B*,  D.P.l 
A.  Cross,  Cert.R,S,I. 

L.  J.  Godden. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  folloY/ing  conclusions  can  be  drawn  from  the  statistics 
supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  : 

The  Birth  Rate  has  increased. 

The  Death  Rate  has  also  increased. 

The  Death  Rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 
has  increased. 
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LABORATORY  FACILITIES, 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

HOSPITALS > 

AIR  RillD  PRECAUTIONS. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  POOD. 

With  regard,  to  inspection  of  dairy  premises  under  the 
Milk  and  Lairies  Drder^  these  inspections  are  not  carried  out 
satisfactorily.  This  is  home  out  hy  the  fact  that  during  the 
year  the  Council’s  attention  was  drawn  to  the  filthy  conditions 
existing  at  one  cov/shed  in  the  district  by  an  officer  other 
than  that  employed  by  the  Council* 

SEPrURAGE  DISPOSiiL. 

The  system  of  disposal  of  sev/age  at  Littleport  v/as  found 
to  be  inadequate.  An  up  to  date  system  of  sewage  disposal 
for  the  town  is  in  my  opinion,  essential. 

WATER  SUPPLY  > 

The  supply  of  v/ater  has  been  satisfactory*  During  the 
year  samples  were  taken  periodically  and  submitted  for  examination 
The  reports  have  been  satisfactory, 

HOUSING « 

No  improvement  has  been  possible. 


INPECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Towards  the  end  of  1940  an  outbreak  of  Measles  occurred 
which  continued  into  1941?  and  did  not  subside  until  June  of 
that  year.  This  disease  v/as  followed  hy  an  outbreak  of 
\¥hooping  Cough  which  had  not  ceased  by  the  end  of  the  year^  In 
all  496  cases  of  Measles  were  notified  and  38  cases  of  Whooping 
Cough, 

I regret  to  report  that  there  was  1 death  from  P/hooping 
Cough,  No  deaths  were  recorded  from  Measles, 

I am  glad  Jo  say  that  the  rnmuber  of  cases  of  Diphtheria 
has  been  considerably  reduced  since  last  year  v/hen  25  cases  were 
notified.  There  have  only  been  two  cases  this  year, 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

The  figures  below  show  the  number  of  children  that  have  been 
inraunised  during  the  ^rear 

Children  between  ^ 76  or  9^7%  of  the  pre-school  population, 

1-5  years  ) 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION  ( contd) 


Children  hotv/een  ) 674  or  31.8^'  of  the  school-going 
5 and  15  years  ) population^ 

Although  there  has  "been  a reduction  in  the  nujaher  of 
cases  of  Diphtheria  occurring  this  year  compared  with  last 
year  the  fact  that  tv/o  cases  have  occurred  is  a further  vYarning 
to  parents  to  have  their  children  protected  against  this 
disease*  This  particularly  applies  to  children  hetY/een  the  years 
of  1 o.nd  5>  "the  period  when  this  disease  claims  most  lives* 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

TaLle  showing  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  during  19^1-1. 
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